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Nature Mapper Engagement 

¶ Help test our new entry form!  

Upcoming Programs 

¶ September 22 - "Wetlands and Trumpeter Swans"  

¶ September 22 - "What the vascular system of trees can tell us about responses to 
climate change  

¶ September 24 -  "Climate Change Comes to Thoreauôs Walden"  

¶ September 30 -  "Climate Change, Fire, and the Future of Greater Yellowstone"  

  

Old Bill's - Cory Hatch 
  

Make your gift to the Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation at this yearôs Old 
Billôs!  https://cfjh.iphiview.com/cfjh/DonorView/DonateNow/tabid/464/Default.aspx 
  

As local filmmaker Jen Tennican immortalizes Bert Raynes and his 
late wife Meg in celluloid this fall, itôs worth remembering what makes 
these Nature Mapping Jackson Hole progenitors so inspiring. They 
were truly grassroots. They shared their love of nature with whomever 
would listen, regardless of age, gender or politics. With knowledge, 
wisdom and gentle humor, Bert Raynes continues to harness the 
power of people, putting them to work toward a common goal. 
 
This power of people is what makes Nature Mapping Jackson Hole 
such a good fit with the Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation. In 2011, 
when Nature Mapping needed a new home, they looked to the one conservation organization in 
Teton County that prides itself in bringing people together to work hard for wildlife. In 21 years, the 
Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation has removed or modified nearly 175 miles of fence, and 
purchased nine portable message signs and four fixed radar signs to warn people about wildlife on 
the road. The Foundation has worked with our agency partners to reduce bear conflicts, restore 
habitat, document wildlife-vehicle collisions, and much moreé all with 1.5 full time staff and the 
help of literally hundreds of volunteers. 
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=938134&act=11111&c=530137&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fcfjh.iphiview.com%2Fcfjh%2FDonorView%2FDonateNow%2Ftabid%2F464%2FDefault.aspx


As this yearôs Old Billôs Fun Run approaches, we have some exciting 
new projects planned. This fall, we hope to install our first wildlife ramp 
on the Teton County Levee System. By filling in the spaces between the 
levee armoring with gravel, we can eliminate one more obstacle to 
wildlife movement in Jackson Hole. We hope to build dozens of these 
ramps in the coming years, all using volunteer labor. 
  

Nature Mapping is an integral part of this work. In total, JHWF citizen scientists have gathered 
36,153 verified wildlife observations! In the past 12 months alone, Nature Mappers recorded 5,837 
observations, up from 5,507 observations in advance of the 2014 Old Billôs Fun Run. (See map 
below.) The Nature Mapping Advisory Committee and ñvolunteer-volunteer coordinator Frances 
Clark continue to host trainings and special education opportunities. Nature Mapping GIS and data 
coordinator Paul Hood is working with programmers to refine the mobile website as he attends 
graduate school at the University of Wyoming. 
  

But, none of this good work happens 
without your financial support! Your 
Old Billôs donations to the Jackson 
Hole Wildlife Foundation help keep 
Nature Mapping, Wildlife Friendlier 
Fencing, Bear Wise Jackson Hole 
and Give Wildlife a BrakeÊ working 
for Jackson Holeôs wildlife. For more 
details, please check out our 
Summer Newsletter at 
www.jhwildlife.org. 
  

Thanks so much! 
 

All the best, 
 

Cory Hatch, Executive Director 
Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation 
  

Nature Map: Observations Since Old Bill's 2014 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=938134&act=11111&c=530137&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jhwildlife.org.
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=938134&act=11111&c=530137&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jhwildlife.org.


 
  

Nest Box Project 
  

The primary purpose of the National Elk Refuge (NER) is to manage for elk. Unfortunately, the 
high concentration of elk has compromised significant amounts of bird habitat. To help mitigate 
this impact, over the past 10 years, 100 boxes have been situated along the fence line (seen from 
the highway) and elsewhere in the refuge.  With the ongoing leadership of Phyllis Green and 



coordination by Renee Seidler, this year twelve dedicated Nature Mappers monitored the boxes 
once a week from April through July to determine number of adult birds and nests and 
reproductive success. The years of data can provide insights into the behavior and needs of these 
birds.  
  

The other benefits of the Project are that volunteer nest monitors become dedicated to the birds 
and share their experiences with the public. Our understanding and awareness of the plight of 
cavity nesting birds increases significantly.  
  

Shelley Sundgren, Nature Mapper and Nest Box Project volunteer, epitomizes the power of this 
program with her comment and photographs: 
  

ñI got started because I wanted to see what a bluebird chick looked like. It has been a treat to 
watch empty nest boxes become nest boxes with bluebird nests, then seeing the blue eggs, then 
the bare chicks, then feathered chicks, and finally seeing bluebird families flying around before 
they disappear to other haunts. We have even seen mother bluebirds sitting on the nests.ò 
  

Below is a series of Shelleyôs fabulous photographs.  They speak for themselves: 
  

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
Thanks to all the Nest Box Project volunteers! 
  

Long-billed Curlew Update -  Susan Patla, WGFD 

  

In summer 2015, Jay Carlisle of Intermountain 
Bird Observatory (IBO) in partnership with 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department with help 
from volunteers and staff tagged a total of 7 
Long-billed Curlews in Wyoming with satellite 
transmitters:  2 birds from Jackson (one from 
the National Elk Refuge and one in Grand Teton 
National Park), 3 from the Pinedale/Daniel area, 
and 2 from the Cody area.  We also are still 
getting data from AJ, the adult female that was 
tagged the previous summer on the Elk 
Refuge.  The two females from Jackson 
departed by the end of June and all Wyoming 
birds had departed by the first week in July. 
  

The Wyoming birds show the importance of 
Mexico for our nesting population. Following is a 
list of the tagged birds and their current 
wintering sites.  The curlews from the Cody area took quite a different migration trajectory 
compared to the birds from the Jackson and Pinedale 
area.  http://ibo.boisestate.edu/curlewtracking/locations/ 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=938134&act=11111&c=530137&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fibo.boisestate.edu%2Fcurlewtracking%2Flocations%2F

